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lowest point, had, in a word, as was truly said, "based society
in Ireland on the potato "; and all this had made Irish landed
relations disorganised in the highest degree, and perilous to all
classes, and even to the State. Meanwhile the concurrent
rights in their holdings, which the peasantry had acquired by
what they had done on them, had continued to increase to an
enormous extent; and as the competition for the soil became
more intense, by the multiplication of beings on it, large sums
were paid for the "good will" of farms, which really conferred
a proprietary right in them. The moral claims to the land,
created by these means, were, we repeat, protected in the
great mass of cases; indeed they never could have grown up
otherwise; and the wild complaints made, in this respect,
"against the Irish landed gentry, have been grossly exaggerated,
or are absolutely false. The claims, however, which in fact
approached a joint ownership over millions of acres, continued,
as before, to be not law-worthy; they had never been recog-
nised by the State; and, in consequence, they were too often
destroyed by eviction and other unjust proceedings. The
result was that agrarian disorder and the Whiteboy system had
never ceased; Lord Wellesley had described this state
of things, a few years before, as "a complete system' of.
legislation, with the most prompt, vigorous and severe ex-
ecutive power, armed for all purposes of savage punishment";
and, in 1844, more than 1000 agrarian crimes had disgraced
Ireland. In Ulster landed relations were in a better condition;
but, even in Ulster, what was known by the name of the
Tenant Right had been sometimes invaded.
The Report of the Devon Commission was composed by
landlords, but, if somewhat timid, it was of great value,
especially in showing how the land system of Ireland grew
out of the conquests and confiscations of the past. The
evidence appended is of extreme importance; it illustrated
amply and with perfect clearness the numberless social and